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QSL CONTINUES ITS NORTH AMERICAN EXPANSION 
WITH THE ACQUISITION OF EMPIRE STEVEDORING 

 

Quebec City, January 28, 2021 – QSL, a company specializing in port terminal operation, stevedoring, marine services and 
transport, continues its expansion by acquiring Empire Stevedoring Co. Ltd. of Montreal. This transaction brings QSL one 
step closer to its goal of becoming the North American leader in its activity sector. 

This alliance between two prestigious Quebec maritime industry players will allow QSL to round out the range of services 
it offers by adding the extensive container handling expertise developed by Empire Stevedoring and increasing its 
geographic footprint in the Canadian and US markets. Operating in Chicago for more than 15 years now, QSL made inroads 
into the Gulf of Mexico market last year by acquiring facilities in Houston, Texas. Empire Stevedoring also operates in 
Houston, and in New Orleans, Louisiana, in addition to maintaining a strong presence in Canada, including Montreal, the 
Great Lakes and the Atlantic provinces. 

Founded in Montreal in 1931, Empire Stevedoring is a 4th generation family business having strong ties in the maritime 
industry. To ensure its future, the company initiated talks with QSL to assess possible options. 

A 40-year history links the two companies. In 1980, QSL founder Denis Dupuis approached Empire Stevedoring’s owner, 
the Chodos family, asking it to partner in acquiring facilities in a dozen ports. Since that time, the Chodos family has held 
shares in QSL.  

Andrew Chodos will remain President & CEO of the division Empire Stevedoring which will keep its name. 

“In addition to increasing our presence in the US, this transaction, subject to regulatory approvals, will allow QSL to become 
the only port terminal operator and stevedore to have such a significant presence in both Port of Quebec and Port of Montreal. 
This alliance offers promising new prospects for the future not only for the maritime industry but also for the Quebec economy. 
For QSL, it represents a significant increase in its presence into the container ship market with its considerable potential for 
the industry’s future. Quebec has all of the expertise needed to become a leader in this market segment.” - Robert Bellisle, 
President and CEO of QSL. 

“My grandfather, Sam Chodos, an immigrant from Eastern Europe, built Empire Stevedoring one client at a time. His sense of 
innovation enabled him to stand out from the competition. My father, Ted, became head of the company in 1975 and expanded 
it significantly. I took over when my father passed away and sought to maintain this spirit of excellence and innovation. It is 
not easy for me to turn this page in my family’s history, but I know that Mr. Bellisle and his team will take my grandfather’s 
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dream even further. I will support QSL in this new chapter so that it becomes a logistics chain leader.” -  Andrew Chodos, 
President and CEO of Empire Stevedoring. 

“Uniting these two companies achieves a goal I have always held dear: the continued growth of our homegrown businesses. I 
have no doubt whatsoever that pooling our seasoned teams’ cutting-edge expertise will allow us to reach new heights and 
increase our Canadian and international market shares.” - Denis Dupuis, Founder, Chairman of the Board and Shareholder of 
QSL. 

 

About QSL  

A key logistics chain actor headquartered in Quebec City, QSL develops tailor-made solutions to offer innovative handling 
methods, including the hauling of heavy equipment, over dimensional loads and wind turbines throughout North America 
via its subsidiary Watson Transport (info@transportwatson.com), while treating cargo with care and making a difference 
in the communities where we operate. Our socioeconomic footprint is impressive, with more than 2,000 employees and 
activities in 50 ports and terminals in Canada and the United States. We are considered one of Canada’s Best Managed 
Companies, one of Canada’s Most Admired Corporate Cultures and all our port terminals are Green Marine certified.  

qsl.com  

 

About Empire Stevedoring 

Empire Stevedoring is dedicated to providing world-class logistical solutions that create added value for our clients. Our 
skilled professionals are among the best in the industry. In addition to partnering with our clients to offer the most 
innovative, creative solutions to meet all of their cargo handling needs, we foster an atmosphere that promotes adapting 
to change so as to be able to offer modern, dynamic innovations as global solutions to all of our clients’ cargo transport 
needs. 

empirestevedoring.com 
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