
  
QSL unveils its international container terminal project at the Port of Québec 

A PROJECT DESIGNED TO ADDRESS TOMORROW'S  
ECONOMIC AND LOGISTICAL CHALLENGES 

 

Québec City, September 24, 2026 – After submitting its project notice and receiving 
confirmation of its admissibility, QSL is today entering a new phase in its plan to develop an 
international container terminal, with the launch of the Québec Port Authority’s Impact 
Assessment and Mitigation Process (IAMP). This major project will help strengthen the 
resilience of Quebec and Canadian supply chains, support local exporters and importers, and 
further enhance the strategic role of the St. Lawrence maritime corridor. 

The project is based on the redevelopment and optimization of an existing industrial port site 
and aims to commission an international container terminal within QSL’s existing facilities in 
the Beauport sector, without encroaching on the St. Lawrence River, without any work in the 
marine environment, and without affecting recreational and tourism activities at Baie de 
Beauport. 

At a glance 

• $1.7 billion in projected value added for the Capitale-Nationale region by 2050.  
• Total estimated private investment of $145 million. 
• 458 jobs supported annually in Canada, including 365 in the Capitale-Nationale 

region. 
• Annual capacity of 200,000 twenty-foot equivalent units (TEUs) at full capacity, with 

an initial capacity of 40,000 TEUs upon commissioning. 
• 80% of handled volumes transported by rail. 
• Estimated annual reduction of 25,800 tonnes of GHG emissions, equivalent to 

removing approximately 9,000 cars off the road. 
• From an environmental standpoint: 

o a project grounded in the principles of impact avoidance, reduction and 
mitigation;  

o no encroachment on the St. Lawrence River or work in the marine 
environment. 

A project more relevant than ever 

“We are deeply proud to present a project designed for the future, one that reflects the 
expectations expressed during the pre-consultations, and reconciles economic development with 



environmental priorities. Above all, this project is especially relevant today, as Quebec seeks to 
strengthen the resilience of its supply chains, diversify its markets and reinforce its position in 
international trade,” said Robert Bellisle, President and Chief Executive Officer of QSL. 

The project builds on the Port of Québec’s unique advantages, including a water depth of 15 
metres, existing facilities, a connection to the CN rail network and proximity to major road 
corridors. 

The project would: 

• Strengthen the resilience of Quebec and Canadian supply chains in an evolving 
economic environment; 

• Diversify Canada’s trade corridors and gateways to international markets; 
• Optimize the port infrastructure already operated by QSL in the Beauport sector; 
• Help reduce greenhouse gas emissions associated with freight transportation. 

By moving approximately 80% of handled volumes by rail and reducing reliance on long-haul 
trucking through better integration of transportation modes, the project would also reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions associated with freight transportation. Based on the analyses 
completed to date, annual reductions could reach approximately 25,800 tonnes of CO₂, 
equivalent to taking approximately 9,000 cars off the road. 

A project already strengthened through pre-consultations 

The project notice incorporates feedback gathered since 2024 from various stakeholders, 
including public authorities, citizen groups, community organizations, and economic 
stakeholders.  

From the outset, the project has been designed to minimize potential impacts on the 
environment, air quality, noise levels, local traffic and quality of life. These measures include 
creating vegetated buffer zones, building a landscaped screening berm, rigorously managing 
stormwater and soils, and making extensive use of rail transportation. At QSL’s initiative, 
additional studies will be conducted during the Environmental Effects Evaluation (EEE): a local 
traffic modelling study, a supplementary study of noise associated with rail operations, and an 
air dispersion study. 

A rigorous and transparent process 

Submitting the project notice is the first step in the assessment process. The next steps will 
include conducting the Environmental Effects Evaluation (EEE), continuing discussions with 
stakeholders, and holding the public consultation periods provided for under the IAMP. This 
work will help refine and strengthen the project in collaboration with the authorities, partners 
and affected communities, based on the feedback received.  



“We are convinced that economic development, logistics competitiveness and environmental 
protection can go hand in hand. This conviction has guided every decision we have made since 
the process began. Our ambition is clear: to develop an exemplary project that integrates 
harmoniously into its surroundings and meets the highest standards of sustainable 
development,” concluded Robert Bellisle.  

QSL will engage in the upcoming process with openness, transparency and a strong 
commitment to collaboration. The company will continue to make relevant project information 
available and actively participate in the information and consultation stages of the 
assessment process. 

About QSL 

A key player in the logistics chain with headquarters in Quebec City, QSL develops tailor-
made solutions to deliver innovative handling methods while paying close attention to cargo 
and contributing to the well-being of the communities in which it operates. Its socio-
economic footprint is significant, with more than 2,000 employees and operations across 
more than 65 port terminals in Canada and the United States. QSL is a Platinum winner of 
Canada’s Best Managed Companies award and a proud participant in the Green Marine 
certification program. In fall 2021, QSL became the first maritime company in Canada to join 
the United Nations Global Compact. In 2023, a significant portion of its operations obtained 
ISO 14001 (environment) and ISO 45001 (occupational health and safety) certifications. 
Today, this pursuit of excellence continues, including the rollout of these certifications 
across all operations. qsl.com 
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